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MR JIM MCCLENAGHAN � SCHOOL GRAFFITI 
Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.56 pm]: I take this opportunity to inform the house of the efforts of one 
of my constituents, Mr Jim McClenaghan of Forrestfield. Mr McClenaghan is a painter by trade. He has taken it 
upon himself to clean up graffiti as he spots it around the local area. By doing this, he is trying to discourage the 
reoccurrence of graffiti in the local area. He freely admitted to me that this had become somewhat of an 
obsession for him. Mr McClenaghan took the time to visit me recently to let me know of a situation that occurred 
at a school at which he provides maintenance services. In this instance, he had just finished painting the school 
when it had been tagged by, presumably, one of the students. The principal, who was quite enraged, took 
photographs of all the tags and distributed them to the teachers with the instruction, �Find out whoever has made 
the same doodles on their books, papers or anything like that.� It took less than 20 minutes for the guilty student 
to be identified. This is a fantastic idea. It is one of those dead simple �why did I not think of it� ideas. My office 
has begun photographing graffiti near schools in my electorate so that I can write to the local principals and 
promote the same strategy. Mr McClenaghan has suggested that we consider legislation that would empower 
painters registered under the Painters Registration Board to be able to enter property for the purpose of 
overpainting graffiti. I intend to pursue this further at a later time. Mr McClenaghan is an excellent example of 
how we can be proactive in our community.  
 


